
Cruise leader Neale Byart reflects on a cruise blessed 
with fair weather, but blighted by the engine gods

>>

If I had to pick my two favourite 
cruising areas, I would not 
hesitate in answering the 
Channel Islands and the West 
Country. They both deliver the 

same kind of wonderful escapism, 
with crystal clear waters, craggy 
scenic coastlines and beautiful 
sandy beaches.  
    In this, our 25th year of running 
MBM cruises in company, we 
combined these two spectacular 
cruising grounds into a single two-
week summer cruise. It’s not the first 
time we have tried this, but it is the 
first time we have been successful 
in visiting every single port on our 
itinerary, with only a couple of days 
lost due to weather.

During our 15 days afloat we 
clocked up some 340 nautical miles, 
visiting Cherbourg, Jersey, Guernsey, 
Salcombe, Dartmouth, Brixham, and 
Weymouth along the way. 

You can see photo’s from the trip 
on the following pages plus we give 
you our guide to three of our 
favourite ports visited. You can also 

read the daily blog at 
motorboatsmonthly.co.uk.

Lessons learnt
While the weather gods were on 
our side this time, we can’t say the 
same about the god of engines and 
other mechanical components. The 
cruise did not go without a hitch or 

two in that department with many 
minor, and a couple of major, 
failures to deal with along the way. 
If we had to sum up the trip 
mechanically speaking, it was the 
cruise of overheats and impellor 
changes. Between the team we 
attended to no fewer than six boats 
affected by malfunctioning cooling 

systems. Luckily in most cases, a 
simple impellor change was all that 
was required to get engines running 
again. However this does bring 
home the importance of carrying 
spares on board and having the 
knowledge required to change 
them. 

Another lesson learnt on this 
particular cruise is that you 
shouldn’t forget to carry spares for 
your generator as well. Cruising the 
West Country where shorepower is 
often in short supply, your generator 
becomes an important piece of 
machinery and, when working hard 
while stationary on a mooring, is 
prone to blocked water inlets. 

Luckily you can read all about how 
to change an impellor on page 88 
of this issue, but nothing beats 
practice. So why not carry out the 
next impellor service yourself while 
your boat is safely tied up in its 
home port? You’ll be glad you did 
if you are unfortunate enough 
to suffer an overheat during 
your next cruise.
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Postcards from the Big   Summer Cruise 2011

Day 10 Cream tea anyone? Despite the rain showers, scenic 

Salcombe was a lovely place to be stuc
k

Day 14 A tasty BBQ at the welcoming Royal Dorset YC

Day 11 What an entrance! Historic Dartmouth wowed crews, the steam railway was just the start

Day 12 Brixham briefing – Cruise Lead
er Neale 

addresses crews ready for the move to Weymouth
Day 13 Cruising in company - Blackwater Fisher Indie blasts across Lyme Bay to Weymouth

Day 9 Richard aboard RIB Time 
Flies (Ribeye A600) at Salcombe

Day 8 Targa triple. A mini-fleet of 47GT’s 
rafted up in Salcombe

Day 6 Everyone enjoyed the sunny rest day in St Peter Port

Day 4 Cruise dinner at the St Helier YC

Day 3 Thumbs up – crews experience mirror-calm conditions in the Alderney Race

Day 2 MBM Control Boat Blue Fin heads out cross channel, shepherding the 24-boat fleet

Day 7 From St Peter Port, Guernsey we made the 70-mile passage cross channel to Salcombe

Day 5 Maxum 3000 Escape departing Jersey for Guernsey
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Day 15 Home time – the fleet assembled at Custom House Quay Weymouth on the last day

Day 1 Crews gather for the inaurgural briefing and buffet

see over 
for our 

favourite 
havenssponsored by



favourite havens

Every port on this cruise is worthy of a visit, and I was hard pushed to narrow it down to 
just three. For each, there is a waypoint, which is in safe water, plus a Skipper’s View 
image showing the port entrance from that exact waypoint. Happy cruising. Neale out...

Dartmouth
Waypoint: 50° 19.50N 03° 33.00W

Dartmouth and Salcombe are just 
a few miles from each other but 
offer very different experiences. 
Salcombe is quieter, smaller and feels 
less commercial, while Darmouth 
offers more hustle and bustle, both 

on the water and in the town. There 
are three marinas, Dart Haven on the 
Kingswear side, Dart marina on the 
Dartmouth side and Noss Marina 
further up river. The harbourmaster 
also has some town quay moorings 
and deep water visiting pontoons in 
the river, but these come with no 
water or electric.

Access: All tides.
Tel: Harbourmaster 01803 832337, 
Darthaven marina 01803 752545, 
Dart marina 01803 832580, Noss 
marina 01803 835620.
VHF: Harbourmaster 11, all marinas 
80, fuel barge 06, water taxi 08.
Fuel: Petrol and diesel. The fuel barge 
is moored at No 6 buoy between 

Darthaven and Dart marinas.
Speed limits: 6 knots from Castle 
Ledge buoy.
Controls: No controls. 
Navigation notes: Two car ferries 
cross the Dart above and below 
Dartmouth. These have right of way. 
From the waypoint, sectored lights 
will guide you in during darkness.

St Peter Port
Waypoint: 49° 27.50N 02° 31.10W

Our personal favourite Channel 
Island, Guernsey has charm by 
the bucketload and the visitors’ 
marina couldn’t be better placed to 
soak up the Port’s atmosphere. The 
marina is tidal, but there’s plenty of 
all-tide pontoons in the outer harbour 
should you miss time your arrival. 

The fuel berth dispenses fuel with 
low levels of tax, so don’t leave 
without filling up. 
Access: HW +/- 2.5 approx for
1m draught
Tel: Harbourmaster 01481 720229, 
Port Control 01481 720672
VHF: St Peter Port control 12, Marina 
80, Water Taxi 10
Fuel: Petrol and diesel. The fuel berth 
is on Castle pier on the port side as 

you enter, but is tidally restricted.  
A well stocked chandlery can also be 
found here.
Speed limits: 6 knots from the pier 
heads, reducing to 4 knots once 
parallel with the castle.
Controls: Entrance to St Peter Port 
harbour is controlled by a flashing 
red light, located by the port control 
tower on White Rock pier. This light 
indicates large commercial vessels 

maneuvering into or out of the 
harbour and restricts entry or exit 
while flashing. Vessels under 15 
metres and under power are exempt 
and may proceed, but ensure you 
keep well out of the way of the 
commercial vessels. 
Navigation notes: To reach Victoria 
visitor’s marina, follow the 
recommended yacht track on 
the south side of the harbour.

Weymouth
Waypoint: 50° 36.80N 02° 26.00W

Weymouth is a great family 
destination. The bustling harbour 
offers numerous fish and chip shops 
and great crabbing opportunities, 
while just around the corner is 
a fabulous sandy beach. The town 
itself is only yards away, with a great 
choice of pubs and restaurants. 

Custom House Quay or the Cove 
offer the best moorings and saves 
you negotiating the bridge. For local 
refreshments, don’t miss the friendly 
welcome from the Royal Dorset 
Yacht Club on the quayside.
Access: Harbour is all tides, marina
is all tides, but is also restricted by 
a lifting bridge.
Tel: Harbourmaster 01305 838423, 
Weymouth marina 01305 767576, 

lifting bridge 01305 838423
VHF: Weymouth marina 80, fuel 60, 
lifting bridge 12
Fuel: Diesel only. The fuel berth is 
located on the south bank opposite 
Custom House Quay
Speed limits: Zero wash speeds
once you have entered the harbour .
Controls: Entrance to Weymouth 
harbour is controlled by IPTS signals 
located on the south pier. Do not 

enter against the signals.
Navigation notes: The north pier is 
used for commercial vessels, 
including ferries. Just beyond these is 
a rowed ferry which has right of way. 
If using the marina, the bridge lifts 
every two hours from 0800 
until 1800, 2000 or 2100 depending 
upon time of year. Clearance below 
the bridge ranges from 2.7m 
at MHWS to 5.2m at MLWS.
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