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The weather hasn’t been 
kind to this year’s MBM 
Cruising Club, with heavy 
rain and false starts 
threatening to thwart 

our cruising enjoyment. That said, 
by the time the last cruise of the 
season came round the MBM crew 
was well versed in out-thinking, 
or at least out manoeuvring the 

weather gods. Well everyone, that 
is, but me. I had grand ideas of 
cruising along the serene Dutch 
canals, topping up my tan. Holland 
in August; surely this was going to 
be a breeze? Apparently not.

And they’re off
The fleet was made up of 24 boats, 
(including the two MBM boats), 

between 24ft and 47ft in length. 
Unfortunately our planned 
departure from Ramsgate was 
delayed due to rough weather, but 
a day later blue skies egged us on 
and we had a smooth(ish) Channel 
crossing to Nieuwpoort. 

The following day, with bleary 
eyes and yawning mouths, we set 
off super early to our first port of call 

in Holland, Delta Marina, near 
Kortgene. To reach Delta we cruised 
along the Kanal door Walcheren via 
the huge Vlissingen Sea Lock (these 
Dutch brutes are nothing like their 
friendly English counterparts) 
before joining the Veerse Meer. 

Delta was a firm favourite among 
the fleet, not least because 
our time here coincided with >>

REPORT BY SALLY COFFEY

Going Dutch
Bad weather stalled the start of our Holland Cruise but it 
soon got started and was a roaring success

Day 1 An excited fleet find Neale highly amusing
Day 2 Poor weather left us holed up in Ramsgate

Time Flies Neale and Claire go for a ride

Day 3 Sunny days as we reach Nieuwpoort Day 4 In tight formation on the Kanal door WalcherenDay 3 As the sun set everyone hit the yacht club

Main pic:
Sea Turtle and Akvavit cross the 
Channel

Time Flies 
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uninterrupted sunshine, which led 
to lots of frolicking in the water and 
some rather awkward (but neverless, 
very funny) attempts at 
wakeboarding – and that was just 
the adults. We also enjoyed a group 
meal at Delta, which gave everyone 
the chance to meet properly.

Trouble ahead
The next day we headed to the 
quaint village of Brouwershaven on 

the Grevelingenmeer, although our 
journey wasn’t without its problems. 

Halfway across the Oosterschelde, 
a tidal stretch of water, we were 
radioed by one of the fleet, Smitten, 
who had an industrial-sized rope 
hanging from her stern. We towed 
her alongside to the next lock, 
Grevelingensluis, one of the busiest 
in Holland, hoping to find a suitable 
place to moor up. 

As Neale 

mentally prepared himself to go in 
the water our saviour appeared in 
the form of a friendly Dutch guy 
who offered to put on his diving 
gear and investigate the problem. 
“How much?,” asked Neale. “Nothing,” 
he replied. “It is my hobby.” And true 
to his word, once we were safely 
moored up he dived under and 
emerged with a huge, green 
monstrosity that resembled more a 

sea creature than the mooring 

rope that it was. Just one example of 
the helpfulness we received from 
our European hosts.

After Brouwershaven we made the 
short trip to Port Zelande, where the 
wind nearly swept us off the beach 
and again we enjoyed a night of 
eating, drinking and dancing. 

The next morning, with heavy 
heads we made the onward trip to 
Willemstad, which took longer than 
it should have as bad weather had 

place to moor up. monstrosity that resembled more a 
sea creature than the mooring 

Day 13 Try one of these for size – one of our more successful locks

Day 4 Mam’selle takes the lead on the Veerse Meer

Day 4 We ate 
like kings at our 
first group meal

Day 5 As the sun came out Marcus from Summer Breeze took a dip

Day 8 Odyssey makes a break for it
Day 6 We moored in the pretty town basin in Brouwershaven

Day 7 Yachties, as far as the eye can see

Day 11 The windmill was the centrepiece for Willemstad Day 12 Neale and 
his helpers get to work

Main pic:

The MBM 

fleet race for 

home on     

day 14
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held many boats up the day before, 
causing long waits at locks. This 
wasn’t helped by some very unfair 
queue bullying by larger boats.

Happy days
Willemstad was a joyous place, 
a picturesque town with plenty of 
quayside restaurants, shops and 
even a charming working windmill. 
The sun came out intermittently, 
though winds were high, and on 

more than one occasion I was 
stopped by members of the fleet 
who said, “We could happily spend a 
week here”.

But we had places to go, things to 
see, so when the weather allowed 
we pressed on to Goes, where once 
again we moored in the town basin. 
Here the fleet surprised the MBM 
crew with a hamper of goodies and 
champagne. We were genuinely 
touched by this act of kindness and 

that definitely 
seemed like a tear 
in Neale’s eye, 
although he said it 
was some diesel.

Goes was our last 
destination in Holland. 
The following day we returned to 
Nieuwpoort and prepared ourselves 
for the return leg home. I’m glad to 
report that everyone had a pretty 
straightforward Channel crossing. 

Well, everyone, 
except us. With a 
broken-down RIB, 

a police search near 
Dunkirk and an 

unplanned detour to 
Ramsgate, the MBM crew’s 

journey home was eventful, to say 
the least. We finally pulled into Port 
Solent 15 hours later with a mixture 
of relief and pure elation. 
Until next year.

CLUB SPONSORS 

destination in Holland. 

Well, everyone, Well, everyone, 
except us. With a 
broken-down RIB, 

a police search near 
Dunkirk and an 

unplanned detour to 
Ramsgate, the MBM crew’s 

Have a look at our website WWW.MBMCLUB.COMto see full details of the Cruising Club, including our daily web logs from this year’s cruises

Day 5 It was time for some fun in the sun

Day 5 After a perfect day came a perfect evening at Delta Day 6 Our hero! A galiant diver battled with Smitten’s green monster

Day 9 It was mighty windy at Port Zelande Day 10 We waited, and then waited some more

Day 11 Claire hotfoots it across the rafts

Our Princess – Blue Fin 
cuts a striking figure out on 

the water

Day 13 We finally made it to lovely Goes
Day 14 United, we make the return leg to Nieuwpoort
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